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Alvest Group is the world leader in aviation ground support equipment, with a portfolio that spans 
ramp, baggage, cargo and pushback equipment, autonomous and electrified ground operations 
and integrated airport services. 

Through TLD and Smart Airport Systems (SAS), Alvest sits at the centre 
of one of the most consequential transitions in European aviation: 
the shift away from main-engine taxiing towards engine-off, electric 
and autonomous ground operations. TaxiBot, the pilot-controlled 
hybrid-electric tow tractor commercialised through SAS, is now in live 
large-scale operations with easyJet at Amsterdam Schiphol and is 
the flagship sustainable taxiing solution to come out of the SESAR 
HERON project. TractEasy has now been deployed across 3 continents 
in 20+ operations with L4 automation, with a significant technological 
leadership, but in a fierce competition within a very competitive world.

This position will operate at the intersection of European industrial 
policy, aviation regulation and public health, with direct exposure to 
the CEO and to top-tier stakeholders across the European institutions, 
national capitals, airports, airlines and the social partners. This is an 
opportunity to help build Alvest’s European public affairs function 
from the ground up, positioning our solutions as reference standard 
(starting with TaxiBot for sustainable taxiing), and play a key role in 
shaping the regulatory, funding and adoption framework that will 
define European airside decarbonization and automatization.
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Alvest Group is seeking a Brussels or Paris-
based Head of Public Affairs, Europe to 
lead a strategic European mandate around 
the deployment of ALVEST Technologies, 
starting with TaxiBot, a breakthrough solution 
transforming aircraft ground operations, 
and to drive political initiatives that unblock 
legislation, accelerate adoption and 
reduce cost for Alvest’s core services. This 
is a newly created role and a mission-
critical position with high internal visibility.

This role will design and execute a European-level influence strategy 
to position TaxiBot as a reference standard for sustainable taxiing, 
a public health solution for airport ecosystems, and a strategic 
European industrial asset. The position will drive alignment between 
regulation, funding mechanisms and airport adoption, monitor 
and assess policy developments, build a compelling case linking 
occupational health, operational efficiency and European industrial 
sovereignty, and serve as the external face of the initiative in 
institutional forums.

The role reports directly to Maxime Mahieu, Chief Executive Officer, 
with close working relationships across all ALVEST entities commercial 
leadership and the wider Alvest Group senior team. The successful 
candidate will partner closely with policy, legal, commercial and 
communications colleagues to ensure positions are well informed, 
consistent and commercially grounded.

Responsibilities

–	�Design and lead a targeted EU public affairs strategy that 
translates TaxiBot’s technical and commercial value into regulatory, 
funding and market-access outcomes.

–	�Shape EU-level policy frameworks, including recognition of 
sustainable taxiing as a health and safety priority and the 
introduction of financial incentives or compensation mechanisms.

–	�Monitor, analyse and communicate legislative, regulatory  
and political developments at the EU level and across priority 
national capitals.

–	�Engage and influence EU institutions, national ministries and 
regulators, airport operators, airline groups, ground handlers, 
labour organisations and the social partners.

–	�Build a high-impact narrative combining health benefits,  
emission reduction, operational advantages and European 
industrial sovereignty.

–	�Develop advocacy plans, position papers, consultation responses 
and coalition activities, including coordination with ACI Europe, 
A4E and ASD Europe.

–	�Represent Alvest Group in industry forums, working groups  
and stakeholder engagements as the external face of the  
TaxiBot initiative.

–	� Prepare briefings, policy updates, stakeholder maps and 
executive-ready summaries for the CEO and the wider  
Alvest leadership.

–	�Monitor and unlock EU funding instruments including the 
Connecting Europe Facility, the SESAR and Clean Aviation JUs, 
Horizon Europe and the Innovation Fund.
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Required qualifications

– 	�10+ years of relevant experience in public
affairs, government relations or lobbying
in the aviation sector, ideally with exposure
to FuelEU, Sustainable Energy, Aviation, EU
ETS Aviation and related dossiers.

– 	�Proven track record of impacting policy
and regulatory outcomes in Europe.

– Strong knowledge of EU institutions,
legislative processes and the Brussels
policy environment.

– 	�Deep understanding of the aviation
ecosystem, including airports, airlines,
ground operations and aerospace
manufacturers with an established network
across the relevant stakeholder groups.

– 	�Solid existing network across EU institutions,
with credible relationships in DG MOVE,
DG CLIMA, EASA and the SESAR and Clean
Aviation JUs.

– 	�Demonstrated ability to translate complex
technical solutions into clear, compelling
policy narratives.

– 	�Strong analytical judgement,
organisational skills and the ability to
manage multiple priorities independently.

– 	�High degree of professionalism, integrity,
discretion and sound judgement.

– 	�Native or near-native written and spoken
English mandatory. French and / or Dutch
highly valuable.

Preferred qualifications

– 	�Direct experience on files such as ReFuelEU
Aviation, EU ETS Aviation, Single European
Sky, the Airport Charges Directive, the
EU Ambient Air Quality Directive (UFP) or
Regulation 598/2014 on noise.

– 	�Familiarity with EU industrial policy and
funding instruments including the Clean
Industrial Deal, the Net-Zero Industry Act,
the Connecting Europe Facility and
Horizon Europe.

– 	�Experience working in-house in
government affairs for a multinational,
or at senior level in an airport, airline,
aerospace manufacturer or aviation
trade association.

– 	�Exposure to occupational health and air
quality dossiers and to the social partners.

– 	�Experience navigating between EU-
level and national policy engagement,
particularly in France, Germany, the
Netherlands and Belgium.

– 	�Strong drafting ability for briefs, position
papers, consultation responses and
executive updates in English.

Personal attributes / competencies

– 	�Entrepreneurial energy and a
builder’s mindset.

– 	�Strategic vision combined with operational
understanding and a willingness to
drive implementation.

– 	�Commercially aware and able to connect
policy outcomes to business strategy.

– 	�Credible, mature and effective in external-
facing environments.

– 	�Practical, collaborative and
solutions-oriented.

– 	�Strong writer with the ability to tailor
messages to appropriate audiences.

– Comfortable operating with autonomy
while coordinating closely across teams.

– 	�Curious and adaptable in a fast-moving
policy environment.

– 	�Independent and self-motivated.
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Partners has been retained by Alvest Group to 
draw up a shortlist of prospective candidates 
against the criteria set out in this document, 
and using its discretion and expertise to help 
recruit a new Head of Public Affairs, Europe for 
Alvest Group.

Candidates should send a CV and short 
motivation letter by e-mail, indicating “Alvest 
Group: Head of Public Affairs, Europe” in 
the subject line to the Dober Partners team 
members below.

To apply for this role please contact 

Natalia Kurop

natalia@doberpartners.com

Mark Dober

mark@doberpartners.com

www.doberpartners.com
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